The Campaign for Northmount School
Toronto’s Only Independent Catholic Boys’ Elementary School (JK-8)

Mission Statement
Northmount School is a Catholic independent
boys’ preparatory school (JK – 8).
Northmount’s supportive environment
helps boys achieve their greatest potential,
emphasizing academic excellence,
character development, values and service,
which lead to a meaningful, balanced,
and fulfilling life.

Welcome to Northmount School for Boys’
Building Fund Campaign
Since 1990, Northmount has been working in partnership with parents to
provide boys with a well-rounded Catholic education. What began as a
small family-initiated school operating out of a church basement has
become a thriving independent educational institution with more than 115
families. The growth of Northmount is a product of the school’s commitment
to its founding mission as a family school, in concert with strong leadership,
community involvement, and a devotion to bringing out the best in each boy.
We invite you to join us as we embark on the next chapter in our school’s
legacy and ensure that the leaders of tomorrow are young men of character,
values, and faith.

Now is the time to invest in our students,
our community, and our future
Now is the time for Northmount School

Why Northmount?
• Northmount is Toronto’s only independent Catholic boys’ elementary
school and provides a vital service to families who are seeking a
faith-based independent education.
• Character education and virtues permeate the lives of our boys and
are witnessed through a spirit of generosity and service.
• Northmount’s boy-centric learning environment helps young men
reach their full potential, through both curricular and co-curricular
experiences. A #1 ranking in the Fraser Institute Report* and
consistently high scores on provincial standardized testing are
testaments to our program.
• More than just an academic institution, Northmount is a community in
its truest sense. The Board of Governors, faculty, staff, parents, and
grandparents work hand-in-hand to create a nurturing environment
for our boys to learn and grow. Emboldened with a strong sense of
purpose, we have a shared vision for the future of Northmount.

EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE
A VIBRANT
COMMUNITY
A GROWING
LEGACY

• A Northmount graduate is
a son, brother, and leader
who values integrity and
compassion. He has
informed morals and, as a
graduate of Northmount,
he is sought after and
accepted into Ontario’s
leading high schools.

*The Fraser Institute is a Canadian public policy think-tank and
registered charity, which releases annual provincial reports on
school performance using publicly available data such as
standardized testing.

Vision Statement
To create:
• a contemporary educational
space, conducive to promoting
a Catholic education steeped in
character and faith development,
academic excellence, and
co-curricular opportunities
• a sustainable environment that
emphasizes the importance of
family, community, and service
to others while actively helping
every boy reach his potential
• a longstanding institution that

Why Now?
• In July 2018 Northmount was presented with the opportunity to
purchase the school’s present campus at 26 Mallard Rd., realizing
its long-term goal of ownership and independence.
• With ownership, the school is now able to wisely invest in its own
property. An expansion, along with significant renovations and facility
upgrades, will result in a physical plant that matches the educational
program offered, which is both traditional and contemporary in
its delivery.
• The high demand for a Northmount education has resulted in a 40%
increase in enrollment and a 75% increase in admissions applications
in only four years. In order to accommodate a growing population and
achieve Northmount’s ideal financial model, immediate renovations
are necessary.

Now is the time to invest in Northmount!

is prepared to meet the future
demands of society while
shaping responsible leaders of
tomorrow

Our Goal:

$8 Million

Northmount is embarking on a Building Fund Campaign to:
• Capitalize on the opportunity to purchase the school’s present
campus at 26 Mallard Rd. ($1 Million)
• Renovate the current building to accommodate a growing population
and enhance our boy-centric curriculum through modern facilities
($7 Million)

A Northmount Boy is...
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INSPIRED BY FAITH

He understands what it

He understands God’s love,

means to be responsible for

shares it with others,

others and is accountable

and strives to live by

for his actions

His example

A BROTHER AND A MENTOR
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INTELLECTUALLY CURIOUS

AN ATHLETE AND AN ARTIST
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The Northmount Difference:
Addressing Challenges Facing Young Boys Today
THE CHALLENGE: CO-EDUCATION IS FAILING BOYS
For decades, research has confirmed that boys and girls learn differently. A boy’s
classroom needs to involve kinesthetic and tactile learning, which caters to his
learning style. This best practice is not found in co-educational settings, and as
a result boys are failing to reach the provincial standards of elementary school
education. This also has long-lasting effects, with males accounting for only
41% of undergraduate populations at Canadian universities.

The Northmount Difference

Excellence in Boys’ Learning and Pedagogy
Northmount’s program is designed with one purpose in mind: to actively engage
young boys and instill in them a lifelong love of learning. Our success in this
area has resulted in a #1 ranking by the Fraser Institute as a leading elementary
school in Ontario. Furthermore, Northmount students far exceed the provincial
averages for all students and especially their male counterparts. Our commitment
to utilizing best practices in boys’ education ensures our students reach their
greatest potential, and includes the following:
• Small class sizes with individualized instruction from subject specialists
• Boy-centric curriculum materials, particularly in language arts
• Daily physical & health education classes and a schedule that caters
to the high energy needs of boys
• Increased opportunities for leadership, mentorship, cross-grade
interaction, service, and participation in all aspects of school life
• Experiential and hands-on learning opportunities that bring learning to life

The Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) administers a standardized test in grades 3 and 6 to evaluate learning achievement in
reading, writing and mathematics. The above results are an average of these three categories and their respective scores.

THE CHALLENGE: THE SECULAR REALITY AND THE

THE CHALLENGE: A DISCONNECT BETWEEN FAMILY, SCHOOL

CATHOLIC YOUTH CRISIS

AND CHURCH

The Catholic Church is facing a youth crisis. A recent study of Catholic youth who
left the church revealed that 74% did so between the ages of 10 and 20, with the
median age being 13 years. Sadly, 14% of this same group indicated that faith
and religious affiliations are “nonsensical”. This reality, influenced by growing
secularism, identifies an alarming trend of Catholic youth abandoning their beliefs
before ever coming to a full understanding of the faith.

In today’s fast-paced society, the image of family has changed; meals, activities,
and quality time spent together are now more commonly the exception rather than
the rule. The influence of multimedia exacerbates this problem, making it difficult to
establish strong family morals and values. Unfortunately, this is compounded by the
disconnect between family, school, and faith-life, resulting in a disjointed understanding
of life for our youth, where reasoning exists separate from morals and faith.

The Northmount Difference

The Northmount Difference

Northmount School for Boys recognizes the vital role it plays at this impressionable
age when boys are choosing to either fortify or abandon their faith. Working with
families of all backgrounds, Northmount teaches about character and virtue from
the Catholic perspective. In collaboration with the Archdiocese of Toronto, we
offer a Catholic faith development program that is interwoven into every aspect of
school life. Our community strives to create an environment in which all students
are free to explore, question, and ultimately grow in their faith. The chaplaincy
program encourages the boys to live a life of prayer as well as one that is
sacramentally and morally sound, and includes the following:

As a family school, Northmount’s philosophy of education champions the partnership
between parents and educators in a shared mission. Northmount sees its role as
supporting and reinforcing the morals and values instilled at home. Consequently,
an intimate family feeling is immediately present when one walks through our
doors and is a testament to the strength of the Northmount community.

Tomorrow’s Leaders: Instilling Character and Faith

• Twice weekly celebration of Mass and regular praying of the rosary
• Regular opportunities for the sacrament of Reconciliation
• Benediction and Adoration twice per year
• Active volunteer service with Catholic charities
• Integration of Catholic faith into academics (Catholic Liberal Arts Education)
*McCarty, Robert J. “Going, Going, Gone: The Dynamics of Disaffiliation in Young Catholics”.
Momentum, Fall 2018. St. Mary’s Press and the Centre for Applied Research in the Apostolate at Georgetown University (CARA)

A Partnership with Purpose

Working hand-in-hand with parents and the Archdiocese of Toronto, Northmount
is a vibrant and supportive environment in which our boys thrive spiritually, socially,
and academically. A Northmount education exemplifies this partnership through:
• An Advisory Program that provides a personal link between a student’s
school and home life
• An active Parents’ Association that collaborates with the school and
Board of Governors
• Seminarians and local priests who provide support to our students and
parents
• Regular community events as well as parent education and family/faith
development opportunities

The Opportunity
Building for the Northmount of Tomorrow
While a physical building is not indicative of a strong education, a modern,
updated facility is necessary to enhance great programming and to engage
young minds. The planned renovation is the result of a community-driven
Master Building Plan that will realize our collective vision for the future of
Northmount and accommodate our growing population.

PROGRAMMING ENHANCEMENTS: The build and renovation will
feature new and enhanced facilities such as:
• A fully equipped art room with running water
• A music room with dedicated storage, rehearsal and ensemble space
• A STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) Lab
• Multi-purpose and Collaboration Spaces

FACILITY OPTIMIZATION: The architectural redesign will deal with the
realities of an aging building and ensure safe and functional spaces for our
school community including:
• Modernized classrooms with natural lighting
• An additional 8,500 sq. ft. of multi-purpose space
• Additional washroom space and functionality
• Water access to greater parts of the school
• Enlarged agora (the school’s meeting space for assemblies and
community functions)
• Enhanced accessibility (barrier-free washrooms, elevator)

OPERATIONAL IMPACT: Northmount is well on its way to reaching its
ideal operational model – a student body of 153 and a community that remains
true to its roots as a family school. A successful campaign will enable the
school to achieve key operational goals that will see this vision come to fruition:
• Enrolment Growth: The renovation and build will allow for the
comfortable addition of students to reach our ideal population and
continue to foster a growing, thriving community.
• Enhanced Financial Positioning: The aforementioned enrolment
growth will result in increased gross revenue which will allow for
regular reinvestment in programming and infrastructure.
• Increased Marketability: In the competitive world of independent
schools, facilities that support traditional, contemporary, and future
learning are essential. The proposed build will not only enhance
programming but will ensure the school remains competitive in the
current market.

Building Fund Campaign Expenditures:
The Purchase, Expansion and Renovation

Northmount School for Boys is embarking on an $8M Building Fund Campaign.
$1M of the funds raised will be used to offset the initial down payment of the
building purchase. The remaining $7M of the funds raised will be invested into
the building to increase program space through the addition of a second floor
(8,500 sq. ft.) and the renovation of the main floor. This investment will also
include mechanical and utility improvements to ensure the comfort and safety
or our boys and the greater community.
_______________________________________________________________
Building Fund Campaign Goal: $8M
_______________________________________________________________
Allocation to Building Purchase

1.0M

Construction Phase 1: Expansion

6.5M

_______________________________________________________________
Addition of Second Floor to Accommodate:
Grades 5-8 Classrooms
Art Room
STEM Lab
Collaboration Space
Renovation of Main Entrance
Reconfiguration of the Admin Wing

_______________________________________________________________
Construction Phase 2: Renovation and Reconfiguration of the Main Floor

0.5M

Enlargement and Reconfiguration of:
Grades JK - 4 Classrooms
Music Room
CASTLE Room (Resource Centre)
Staff Office
Washrooms
Creation of:
Music Ensemble Rooms and Storage
Collaboration/Multipurpose Spaces

_______________________________________________________________
Total Projected Cost

8.0M

_______________________________________________________________

All renderings are of an artist’s impression and may differ from final design.

Northmount School Master Building Plan

THE NEW EDUCATIONAL SPACE ACCOMMODATES:

Meeting the Needs of Today and Tomorrow

• Appropriately sized classrooms with natural lighting

Northmount’s Master Building Plan is a community-inspired vision for our

• A contemporary kindergarten space with customized bathroom
and mudroom

school’s future. The renewed facility celebrates the essence of Northmount
by combining a contemporary academic space with a gathering place for

• STEM Lab (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)

our community.

• Soundproof music room with ensemble practice space and storage
• Enlarged art room with modern equipment and running water
• Water access to the entire building
• Efficient layout of main entrance and administrative area
• Localized collaboration spaces for students and staff
• Expanded community areas for events and gatherings
• An additional 8,500 square feet of multipurpose space
• Future opportunities for additional program space

A Message from a Graduate

Our Graduates

Prior to being at Northmount I attended a public school,
where I honestly coasted through the years. I had no
work ethic, didn’t study, was not a part of any clubs,
and frankly didn’t care about school. However, my
mom finally intervened and applied for Northmount.

Northmount has a strong reputation
for producing graduates who are
young men of character with strong
academic skills and excellent
leadership qualities. Our students
are highly sought after among the
best independent high schools in
the city and receive offers from
their top schools of choice.

Once I attended my first day at Northmount, I could
already tell it was a different environment. Going from
class sizes of 30+ to 15 allowed me to gain many
important study habits. I was able to pay attention
easier, was more involved, and learned how to make
notes. With the strategies the teachers gave me to
study, I was able to raise my average from an 80% at
public school to a 90% at Northmount and keep that average
going through high school.

JACOB POSTILL

Not only did Northmount help me in the classroom, they helped me outside
of it. With the Catholic values they taught me at Northmount, I even felt
improved as a person. The environment made me more understanding,
caring, and kind. I valued my mentoring relationship with the younger
students. Northmount also gave me a brotherhood with my classmates.
I have formed bonds with my classmates which I had never experienced
before. Even after departing from the school for two years now I still talk
with my classmates from those days and consider them my brothers.
With the help of Northmount I was prepared for the SSAT through the
programs they offer; was able to get first acceptance in all the high schools
I applied for; am part of many co-curricular programs such as Model United
Nations, Debate club, and the school musical; and was able to maintain
a grade average in the 90’s, ranked in the top 5 of my class. As I go into
Grade 11 I am feeling very prepared for the pre-university challenges
ahead and always reference my learnings at Northmount for my strategies
and techniques.
Jacob Postill, Class of ’17

CATHOLIC
PUBLIC 4%

CATHOLIC
INDEPENDENT
57%

PUBLIC
9%
INDEPENDENT
30%

Making a charitable gift to Northmount School’s Building
Fund Campaign is an important and personal decision.
There is much satisfaction that comes from knowing that,
through your gift, you are investing in the lives of the
Northmount students and community. All gifts will
be meaningfully recognized and opportunities for
commemorative naming rights are available.

for Northmount School
Please join us in supporting Northmount’s
Building Fund Campaign
Your donation will help ensure a vibrant Catholic
education for all Northmount boys

Now is the time!
TO MAKE YOUR DONATION PLEASE VISIT US AT

northmount.com/giving
or contact

AMANDA COPEMAN

Director of Advancement
26 Mallard Rd.
Toronto ON, M3B 1S3
416-449-8823 Ext. 115
Amanda.copeman@northmount.com

All renderings are of an artist’s impression and may differ from final design.

A tax receipt will be issued for all charitable donations. Monthly donors will receive one
receipt in January for all monthly gifts made in the previous calender year.
Northmount School for Boys Foundation Charitable Registration # 71962 8885 RR0001

Northmount Financial Information

Northmount is blessed to have the full support of its community in all endeavors. This is exemplified
through the high participation levels (often 100%) in the school’s main fundraising initiatives, the
Annual Fund and the Gala. Northmount is proud to be a socio-economically diverse community,
in which all members support the school for one common purpose: to continue providing the best
possible Catholic education for our boys. As a result of the generosity of our Board, faculty and
staff, parents, and extended community, Northmount continues to make significant improvements
to infrastructure and programming.

Northmount School for Boys exists because of the efforts of its founding families and the
financial generosity of its supporters - none so great as Alberto Bacardi and The Northmount
Foundation. Since its founding in 1990, Northmount has evolved from a school reliant on
Foundation support to one that is operationally self-sufficient. This success is attributed to:
• Targeted marketing and controlled enrolment growth
• Strong leadership and commitment to fulfilling the Strategic Plans
• Prudent financial decision-making

ANNUAL FUND
Established in 2013, the Annual Fund is Northmount’s single largest fundraising campaign. To date,
the fund has raised over $545,000, but what the community is proudest of is the consistently high
participation rate among the school’s constituents. In 2017-18 the school reached 100% participation
from our Board, faculty & staff, and parents. This success was repeated once again in 2018-2019.
The funds raised through this initiative are directed towards infrastructure, program enhancements,
and professional development.

NORTHMOUNT ANNUAL FUND HISTORY OF SUCCESS
2013-2014
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2014-2015
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
FINANCIAL STATISTICS
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
$50,000.00
Financial Goal
$75,000.00
$80,000.00
$90,000.00
$100,000.00
$55,000.00
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
$51,170.40
Total Funds Raised
$81,497.00
$110,644.00 $123,200.22 $112,000.00
$66,639.00
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PARTICIPATION LEVELS
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
100%
Staff Participation
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
100%
Board Participation
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
85%
Parent Participation
95%
97%
100%
100%
78%
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

GALA
Northmount’s Annual Gala, operated by the Northmount Parents’ Association, is an evening for our
entire community – parents, staff, Board, alumni, friends and family – to come together to celebrate
all that is good about Northmount. Through ticket sales, raffles, as well as a live and silent auction,
this event continues to raise funds that are directly reinvested back into school programming.
NORTHMOUNT GALA HISTORY OF SUCCESS
2013-2014
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2014-2015
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
FUNDS RAISED
$40,235.21
$35,646.00
$36,197.00
$39,662.00
$49,630.00
$33,584.25
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

In addition to the Annual Fund, the Gala and other smaller initiatives held throughout the year
demonstrate the generosity and commitment of the Northmount community.

• Enhanced fundraising efforts
In order to continue this financial
trajectory, Northmount must
meet the added demands of
a commercial mortgage without
compromising reinvestment in
the school or the financial
responsibility falling solely on our
families. As such, Northmount
must rely on the Building Fund
Campaign to reach its ideal
financial model and its potential
for growth and sustainability.

BALANCE SHEET
Year Ended August 31, 2018
_____________________________________
Cash
$1,863,571
Tuition Fees Receivable
$454,571
HST Recoverable
$27,172
Prepaid Expenses
$39,364
_________
Total Current Assets
$2,384,678
Capital Assets
Total Assets

$457,273
_________
$2,841,951
_________
_________

Accounts Payable
Deferred Tuition
Total Current Liabilities

$96,170
$2,127,786
_________
$2,223,956

$44,455
Deferred Contributions for Capital Assets _________
$2,268,411
Total Liabilities
_________
$573,540
Net Assets
_________
_________

INCOME STATEMENT
Year Ended August 31, 2018
_____________________________________
Tuition Fees
$2,038,855
Donations
$251,374
Other
$35,114
_________
Total Revenue
$2,325,343
Salaries and Wages
$1,634,934
Professional Fees
$85,639
Occupancy
$80,557
Supplies
$75,670
Marketing, Advertising
$69,840
Activities
$67,850
Other
$22,671
Insurance
$19,263
Bad Debts
$2,958
Amortization
$68,480
_________
Total Expenses
$2,127,862
_________
Excess of Revenues over Expenses _________
$197,481
_________

Northmount receives fully audited financial statements, which are available upon request.

APPENDIX

APPENDIX

The Northmount Community and Past Fundraising Success

APPENDIX

Frequently Asked Questions
IS NORTHMOUNT AFFILIATED WITH A CATHOLIC ORDER?
No, the school is supported by the Archdiocese of Toronto. Mass is celebrated in the school’s Chapel
on two of the school’s five-day rotating schedule with visiting priests from the Toronto area.

DOES THE SCHOOL FOLLOW THE ONTARIO CURRICULUM?
Yes, however, as an independent elementary school, Northmount is able to choose its own textbooks,
accelerate the curriculum and work with parents to educate students about societal issues when it is
deemed to be age appropriate. All of this is done under the lens of a Catholic Liberal Arts perspective.

DOES NORTHMOUNT HAVE AN ARTS PROGRAM?
Yes, Northmount places a high value on the arts. Visual arts, music, and theatre are heavily integrated
into the Northmount program, and reinvestments are regularly made to enhance these programs.

WHAT ARE NORTHMOUNT’S IDEAL CLASS SIZES?
Northmount remains true to its founding vision as a small family school, as such class sizes are
capped at the following numbers:

_________________________________
JK - Grade 1
12
_________________________________
Grades 2 - 4
15
_________________________________
Grades 5 - 8
18
_________________________________
Maximum Enrolment
153
_________________________________

Since 2015, Northmount has seen a 40% increase in enrolment and a 75% increase in admissions
applications.

DOES THE SCHOOL HAVE ITS OWN FOUNDATION?
When the school proper committed to buying 26 Mallard Rd., legal advice was sought, resulting in the
establishment of its own Foundation: The Northmount School for Boys Foundation.

WHAT IS THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE OF THE SCHOOL?
There are presently eight (8) Board of Governors: Keith Mclean (Chair), Sean Bayley (Marketing),
Michael Duffy (Advancement), Luke Jalsevac (Alumni), Scott Lowry (Parent Liaison), Gerard McCabe
(Facilities), Quentin Schesnuik (Archdiocese Liaison), Daniel Stronach (Finance).
Presently the Head of School reports to the Board of Governors, and they are in turn ultimately
responsible to the Northmount School for Boys Foundation.

HOW LONG DOES THE CAMPAIGN RUN?
Northmount’s Building Fund Campaign will run for five (5) years:
January 2020 – January 2025

CAN I MAKE A PLEDGE IN LIEU OF AN IMMEDIATE DONATION?
All donations, whether they are immediate or pledged over the duration of our Building Fund
Campaign, are acceptable and greatly appreciated by our school community.

for Northmount School

